
  

Nuclear Power 
in the Media

By Jason Glabik
Newspaper Editor for the 
Grimshaw M ile Zero News 
and M anning Banner Post



  

Professional Biography
 Graduated from Southern Alberta Institute of Technology 

with Journalism Diploma in 2006
 Began as a reporter at the Mile Zero News in the Summer of 

2006.
 Moved on to work as a newspaper editor in Vulcan and 

Nanton, AB, before moving to the north in High Level, AB.
 In October 2008 returned to Grimshaw to take position as 

editor of the Mile Zero News and the Manning Banner Post.



  

Professional Biography, cont.
 Volunteer firefighter
 Chair of the Grimshaw Library Board
 Economic Development Board member
 All around nice guy
 Astrological Sign: Libra



  

About our newspapers

 The Mile Zero News serves readers in the town of 
Grimshaw, the MD of Peace, the village of 
Berwyn, and the County of Northern Lights.

 The Banner Post serves readers in Manning and 
the County of Northern Lights.

 Part of a four newspaper chain owned by the 
Mihaly family, who started with the High Level 
ECHO over 40 years ago.



  

About our newspapers, cont.
 Both newspapers report on all manners of 

community related news.
 Between both newspapers we have three news 

reporting staff and three advertising staff.
 Combined circulation of about 2,900 newspapers 

each week.



  

What sets us apart?
 The majority of newspapers in Alberta and 

Canada are corporately owned.
 Our newspaper still prints in only black and 

white.
 We have not fully embraced the digital age and 

have no website.
 News staff usually only stays for a year, which 

means constantly changing newsroom.



  

What sets us apart? cont.
 High focus on quality of reporting
 News staff better paid than other local media
 Family owned newspaper with over 40 years of 

experience
 The only news media covering Grimshaw, 

Manning and surrounding communities 
consistently



  

How it all began...
 In Spring 2007 a Calgary-based company, Energy 

Alberta Ltd. proposed a nuclear power plant for 
the province, to be located in either the Peace 
River region or the Whitecourt area.

 In September 2007 they announced Lac Cardinal 
(a lake near Grimshaw) as a proposed site for a 
nuclear power plant.

 Community groups opposed to the proposal began 
to form.



  

Dear Editor...
 Immediately our newspapers began to receive 

letters to the editor about the nuclear proposal.
● Many letters were prepared by members of 

political parties or groups opposed to nuclear 
power.

 A newspaper is a private business responsible for 
what it is published. The publishing of letters is a 
courtesy and not required. There is no legislation 
requiring any letters be published.



  

Nuclear related items in 2007
 Including the regional Mackenzie Report 

newspaper, the Mile Zero News published 30 
articles relating to nuclear power.

 11 letters, by 10 authors, against nuclear power
 8 letters, by 6 authors, for nuclear power
 3 letters of a neutral nature relating to nuclear
 2 Opinion / Editorial articles



  

Nuclear related items in 2008
 The Mile Zero News published  29 articles 

relating to nuclear power.
 15 letters, by 12 authors, against nuclear power
 3 letters, by 2 authors, for nuclear power
 2 letters of a neutral nature relating to nuclear
 8 Opinion / Editorial articles



  

    Bruce Power President Duncan 
Hawthorne was the keynote 
speaker at an event hosted by 
local Rotary clubs on Nov. 13, 
2008. Bruce Power donated 
$15,000 toward a new arena for 
Grimshaw. The community lost 
the arena in a fire on Sept. 15, 
2008.



  

Bruce Power Alberta Public Affairs Lead Albert Cooper 
(left) and company President Duncan Hawthorne swap 
Martha Stewart recipes. Actually, the two met with media 
during the tour of nuclear facilities in December 2008.



  

Nuclear Power News and 
Information is born

 A special section was added to the newspapers for 
nuclear-related news

 Letters to the editor, photos and articles related to 
nuclear power are now published in this section

 Like a sports or arts section, provided as a means 
for readers to find related news in one spot in the 
newspaper



  

Nuclear related items in 2009
 The Mile Zero News published  45 articles 

relating to nuclear power.
 24 letters, by 12 authors, against nuclear power
 6 letters, by 4 authors, for nuclear power
 1 letters of a neutral nature relating to nuclear
 9 Opinion / Editorial articles



  

County of Northern 
Lights Council 
debated putting a 
question on a 
community survey 
to gauge support 
for nuclear power 
in the community. 
They voted against 
it. Their letter of 
support for the 
proposal did in fact 
say they would 
gauge public 
support for the 
project.

Councillor Ken Foster (left) and Deputy 
Reeve Darlene Frith debate gauging public 
support for nuclear in their county in March 
2008.



  

Bruce Power hosts Information 
Sessions on project in March



  

Opponents of nuclear in the region 
make their position known at Bruce 

Power information sessions



  

Eight Part Written Debate
   Published in the Mile Zero News and Banner 

Post newspaper over a nine week period, staring 
January 20, 2010

   Canadian Nuclear Society, Alberta Branch, 
Duane Pendergast and Cosmos Voutsinos 
organized proponent writers.

   Organized by Pat McNamara, writers from 
various anti-nuclear groups across the province 
wrote for the opponent side.



  

What the heck is a written debate?

   The debate structure was based on the 
same structure as used by spoken debaters.

   Instead of time allotment, writers given a 
set word allotment.

   Debate set on specific schedule the week 
before being published.

   Took place via e-mail messages.



  

Topics of the written debate
1. The Economics of Nuclear power
2. Radiation as a result of Nuclear Power Generation
3. Spent fuel from Nuclear Power generation
4. Water use for Nuclear Power plants
5. Renewable VS Nuclear Energy
6. Low-level radioactive waste
7. Nuclear Power accidents
8. Health concerns of nuclear power



  

Structure of the debate
   Each writer was given 250 words for an opening 

statement.
   Next, two sets of 300 word rebuttals.
   Four debates allowed the pro-nuclear writer to 

have the last rebuttal and four allowed the anti-
nuclear writer to have the last rebuttal. They were 
rotated each week.

   The entire debate each week fit on to one ad free 
page of the newspaper.



  

Feedback on the debate
   Generally feedback from the public and groups 

involved was positive.
   The debate got highly technical at times.
   At over 1,600 words per debate, it also posed a 

significant read in a newspaper with articles 
usually only 400 to 600 words long.



  



  

Nuclear related items in 2010 to date

 The Mile Zero News published  15 articles 
relating to nuclear power.

 6 letters, by 4 authors, against nuclear power
 1 letter for nuclear power
 1 letter of a neutral nature relating to nuclear
 3 Opinion / Editorial articles
 Published eight written debates on nuclear



  

How has the nuclear proposal 
affected our newspapers

   We have received anonymous hate mail on 
the issue

   Numerous nuclear related letters have taken 
up a great deal of space in our publication

   Greater focus on solid reporting on an issue 
that has become quite contentious

   News staff often has to deal with angry/upset 
members of the public on the issue



  

Anti-nuclear groups in the region

•    The Citizens Against Nuclear Development 
(CAND). Grimshaw-area based.

•    The Peace River Environmental Society 
(PRES). Based in the Town of Peace River and 
area.

•   The Weberville Connection (WAC). Based in 
the Weberville area, where the power plant is 
proposed.

•   Earth Alternatives (EA). Based in the Manning 
area.



  

What do I think?
  News media is responsible to inform the public 

when activist groups behave inappropriately, just 
as we would when industry or government does

  Public opinion of the issue has been affected 
negatively due to the actions of municipal, 
provincial and federal government bodies, not 
Bruce Power, a private company

 Industry reps and communications specialists 
generally inexperienced in dealing with 
contentious issue



  

Education and Outreach tips

•    If you treat a journalist as means to an end, you 
will be treated the same way

•    To date industry advocates and others have been 
largely reactive to the issue. Pro-activeness 
could go a long way.

•   Support the process, engage opposed groups 
(remove the us against them mentality)



  

FIN
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