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Who Does the Public Trust 
More? 

A. Reporters 
B.  Scientists and academics 
C.  Professionals in the field 
D. Elected officials 
E.  Corporate spokespeople 



Case Study 1: North Anna 3 



We changed the landscape 

•  Local citizens are 
listening 

•  Local media is 
acknowledging our 
presence and 
carrying our 
message 

•  Opposition has 
changed its tactics 



Case Study 2: Helen Caldicott 

•  Began chapter by chapter debunking of new book as her 
tour began in September 2006 

•  Organized pro-nuclear activists to attend events  
•  Followed up with posts from those who attended  
•  Results: 

–  300+ readers per day before campaign; 600+ after 
–  Caldicott forced to defend book and acknowledge NEI 

critique on radio and television  
–  Caldicott began to refuse to take questions for fear of 

confronting well-informed pro-nukes 





Case Study 3: “Loose Nukes” 
•  Aug. 2005: Alert readers that 

reporters had attempted to 
infiltrate university research 
reactors 

•  Sept. 2005: Regular updates 
•  Oct 2005: Story airs 
•  Countered blogs that picked up 

story 
•  Results: 

–  4,000 readers, Sept. 2005  
–  16,000 readers, Oct. 2005 
–  ABC News forced to issue 

press release defending 
reporting 

–  Deleted discussion forum on 
series when public criticism 
wouldn’t let up 





Case Study 4: UN Climate 
Change Conference 



Case Study 5: Pittsylvania 
County 

Ms. Stiles, please accept my apology if I’ve somehow offended you… When you 
responded to a letter to the editor I did look on line to learn about the person who 
responded…to understand why you might have chosen to do so.  What I found is 
that you are well respected…I listened to the interview with you and Caldicott.  
There were good points on both sides.  You both came from different 
perspectives…Best wishes to you Ms. Stiles and, if applicable, Happy Mother’s 
Day. 



When Even the Opposition 
Knows Your Talking Points… 

“Some people here do believe in nuclear power, 
but there are also nuclear industry trolls here at 
dkos who are pushing it.  They make 
repetitive talking points to the point of 
absurdity on why they support it” 

 
Anti-Nuke Activist at Daily Kos 

The Web’s Leading Progressive Blog 
August 23, 2006 



Miscellaneous Thoughts 
from Last Night 

•  Science Teachers’ Workshops 
•  Blog devoted to Canadian Nuclear NOW, 

before it’s needed 
•  Utilize student energy, creativity and tech-

savvy 
•  Twitter - #neo2010 



Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed citizens can 
change the world. Indeed, it is the only 
thing that ever has.  
 

-Margaret Mead 
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